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the political rights and privileges which had been
granted them by the proprietors., And these rights
were important, for the concessions or consti-
tutions granted by the proprietors under the ad-
vanced Quaker influence of the time were decidedly
liberal. The assemblies, as the legislatures were
called, had the right to meet and adjourn as they
pleased, instead of having their meetings and
adjournments dictated by the governor. This
was an important right and one which the Crown
and royal governors were always trying to restrict
or destroy, because it made an assembly very in-
dependent. This contest for colonial rights was
exactly similar to the struggle of the English
Parliament for liberty against the supposed right
of the Stuart kings to call and adjourn Parlia-
ment as they chose. If the governor could ad-
journ the assembly when he pleased, he could
force it to pass any laws he wanted or prevent
its passing any laws at all. The two Jersey as-
semblies under their Quaker constitutions also
had the privilege of making their own rules of
procedure, and they had jurisdiction over taxes,
roads, towns, militia, and all details of govern-
ment. These rights of a legislature are familiar
enough now to all. Very few people realize,